PONTIAC'S CONSPIRACY              19

An English trader in the village, observing jeal-
ously the honors that were paid the visitor, resolved
that an old score should forthwith be evened up.
A Kaskaskian redskin was bribed, with a barrel of
liquor and with promises of further reward, to put
the fallen leader out of the way; and the bargain
was hardly sealed before the deed was done. Steal-
ing upon his victim as he walked in the neighboring
forest, the assassin buried a tomahawk in his brain,
and "thus basely," in the words of Parkman, "per-
ished the champion of a ruined race." Claimed
by Saint-Ange, the body was borne across the river
and buried with military honors near the new Fort
St. Louis. The site of Pontiac's grave was soon
forgotten, and today the people of a great city
trample over and about it without heed.